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responsible, as he had been at the Admiralty when these things
were planned. Our mines, submarines and submarine defences
were also ineffective. In fact, we had very few mines and those
we had would not work properly.

We talked about the present naval programme, the
subject of much discussion.

L. G. : It would be a great mistake for the country to
engage in a big ship-building programme at the moment.
Naval construction is in a fluid state. We must ascertain how
best we can spend our money. It would be ruinous to make a
mistake in policy. Last week I went to see Lord Pirrie, who
said that oil is too expensive for fuel for ships. No doubt he
is right in reference to commercial shipping, but different
considerations apply to the Navy. What you want is efficiency,
and if you get it, an extra five per cent, expense does not really
matter, particularly if you save in other directions, i.e. in the
size of the ships and the weight to be carried, etc..

R. : America has been guilty of a great act of betrayal. In
Paris she started the talk of universal peace and a League of
Nations. Now she is the only great nation which has not
joined the League, and she is busy building a huge Navy. The
League of Nations was stultified when the decision was
arrived at not to deal with the production of armaments.

L. G. agreed. He said, " The League of Nations is> I
regret to say, deceptive and dangerous. They cannot even
protect a little nation like Armenia. They do nothing but pass
useless resolutions."

L. G. said that Beatty was strongly in favour of the capital
ship policy. He further said that the men who had devised the
method of dealing with submarines had been sent abroad to
foreign stations, instead of being kept at the Admiralty as
they should have been. Many of the best minds were being
distributed throughout the world instead of being concentrated
in Whitehall to consider new problems.

Lord Dawson made an amusing remark regarding the
two chows at Trent. He said that chows are not really dogs
at all. They are most calculating creatures, and carefully
consider with whom they shall make friends and how much
attention they shall pay to each.
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